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MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

EXPLORE KNOWLEDGE ACADEMY CHARTER SCHOOL 

MAY 13, 2009 

 

A special meeting of the Explore Knowledge Academy Charter School Board of Trustees was held on Wednesday, May 
13, 2009 at 1711 Whitney Mesa Drive, Ste 140 at 5:00pm. 

A. CALL TO ORDER 

Vice President Ben Childs called the meeting to order at 5:00pm and led the flag salute and moment of silence. 

B. ORGANIZATION 

Roll Call – A quorum was established with five members present:  Debbie Jackson, Ron Pipkins, Carol 

Handegard, Gail Skolnik, and Ben Childs.  Also in attendance were Constance Ewing, Clark Price, Danette Green 

as well as community members and staff whose names are listed on the sign-in sheet. 

C. Interview Team 

The meeting was turned over to the interview team in order to the team provide a recommendation to hire 

one of the two candidates for Executive Director. The team was composed of Constance Ewing, Clark Price, 

Nate Bolton, Patrick Quinn, James Grimyser, Debbie Jackson and Ron Pipkins.  The team’s chairperson, 

Constance Ewing, reported that the team could not come to a consensus and therefore had no 

recommendation to present to the board. 

 

Vice President Childs wanted to hear from members of the team and those in the audience who had 

attended the interviews since he had not attended.  After several comments were heard, Vice-President 

Childs asked specific questions regarding the candidates, including administrative licensing and the time 

needed to obtain a license.  The point was clarified that both candidates were equally qualified and that 

there was no need to “go back and try to get new people.”  Other questions centered around Mr. Houston 

and a few around Ms. Mattson.  After public comments, the question was whether the board should go into 

Executive Session to decide.  Trustee Jackson stated that the committee, of which she was apart, thought it 

best to decide in public.  Jackson moved that the discussion of the candidates be made in public.  No second. 

Ron Pipkins moved to select Donnie Houston as the Executive Director.  Seconded by Jackson.  Childs called 

for discussion. No discussion followed.  Vote called.  Ayes:  Pipkins and Jackson.  Nays:  Skolnik and 

Handegard.  Vice President Childs broke the tie with his “Aye” vote. 

 

Question was raised concerning when Mr. Houston could begin.  It was made clear that he was needed as 

soon as possible and that the fiscal year would begin on July 1st.  Community Council set the budget for $80-

90,000.  Board wants Ewing to start salary negotiation at $80,000 and stop at $85,000.  Motion made by 

Pipkins to start salary at $80,000 with incentives of $1000 up to $85,000 with his securing a building, 

developing fundraising, and marketing; and within two weeks of accepting our offer, he has two weeks to 

obtain proof that he has applied for his license.  Seconded by Jackson.  Ayes:  Jackson, Pipkins, Skolnik.  

Nays:  none.  Abstention:  Handegard.  Motion carried. 
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Adjournment 

With no further issues the meeting was adjourned at 5:56pm. 

               

 

Minutes drafted by C. Ewing 

 

 

 

Board Signatories: 

 

________________________________________ ___________________________________________ 

Lauren Scheer, President    Debbie Jackson, Secretary 


