
  

  Do you 

have a great story or news that you 

would like to share with the school? You can 

submit them to The Monthly Knowledge  to 

be in the next issue. Please email a copy to  

MS. Hope at hvivas@ekacademy.org.   

 All articles need to be submitted by 

the 15th of each month. Articles will be 

reviewed before publishing.  

May 2008  
Sun  Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat  

    1 2 Nevada 

Charter School 

Conference In 

Carson City  

3 

4 5 Start Of 

National 

Charter School 

Week  

6 National 

Teacher Day  

NWEA Testing 

Starts  

7 Sixth 

Graders Visit 

Secondary  

8 9 Spring Carnival  

End Of 

National 

Charter School 

10 School 

Choice Fair at 

Orleans  

10am- 2pm 

11 12 13 NHSPE 

Retakes  
14 NHSPE 

Retakes  
15 Japanese 

Educators Visit 

Whitney Mesa  

16 Japanese 

Educators Visit 

Whitney Mesa  

17 

18 19 20 21 Orientation 

2:00pm @ 

Whitney  

22 23  Last Day 

For Graduates 

To Turn In 

Work  

24 

25 26 27 28 Orientation 

2:00pm @ 

Whitney  

29 30 31 

Explore Knowledge  

Academy Charter 

School  

1711 Whitney Mesa Dr.  

Suite 140  

Henderson, NV 89014  

Creating Leaders, One 

Project at a Time!  

Phone: 702-870 -5032  

Fax: 702 -871-5032  

Web Site: www.ekacademy.org  

Visit us on the web! 

Schedule of Events  

¶ 5/05/2008 -  Cinco De Mayo  

¶ 5/9/2008 -  Spring Carnival  

¶ 5/10/2008 -  School Choice 

Fair  

¶ 5/11/2008 -  Motherõs Day 

¶ 5/23/2008 -  Seniorsõ Work 

Due 

¶ 5/26/2008 -  Memorial Day  

¶ 6/10/2008 -  Field Day/

Graduation Rehearsal  

¶ 6/11/2008 -  Pep- Rally/Awards  

¶ 6/12/2008 -  Graduation @ 

1:30pm Last Day of School/

Half Day  

Newsletter Staff 
Miranda  
SARAHRose 

Mattie  

Hope  

Miranda  

Chase  

Volume 1, Issue 6  
Page 8 

The Monthly Knowledge  

The History of  

Explore Knowledge Academy  

 Eight years ago, Dr. 

Ranel and Kathleen 

Erickson hired Dr. Joan 

Sando to do research on 

how to start a charter 

school with project -

based instruction and 

personal learning plans. 

After visiting charter 

schools in Minnesota and 

California, Dr. Sando 

found Minnesota New 

Country School in 

Henderson, MN. A 

s c h o o l  t h a t  w as 

operating exactly like 

she and the Ericksons 

had envisioned. Dr. 

Sando spent the next 

three years working with 

the Nevada Department 

of Education,  the Clark 

County School District, 

and the Clark County 

Planning Commission on 

the application for a 

charter school, for 

grants, and for permits 

for a building.  She also 

received a grant from 

EdVisions Coop for funds 

from the Bill and 

M e l i n d a  G a t e s 

Foundation. 

 

 In June 2003, the 

founding board used 

grant funds to hire a 

team from the High 

School for Recording 

Arts in St. Paul, MN to 

operate a summer 

program wi th  25 

secondary students to 

receive a student voice 

on our plans for a 

project -based school. 

After two weeks, the 

students had produced a 

CD with six original 

songs and presented a 

program of singing and 

dancing to an audience 

of 60 parents who were 

interested in enrolling 

their children in EKA.  

(Continued on page 6) 

EKA is going global!  On May 15 th  

and 16th , we will welcome a team 

of educational reformers from 

Japan who are interested in 

learning more about project 

based instruction.  The leaders 

of the group are Professor 

Inside this issue:  

Advisor of the 

Month  

2 

Students of the 

Month  

3 

Fun Page 4-5 

Current Events  6-7 

Ads 7 

School Calendar 8 

  

Special points of 

interest:  

¶ Do you know how 

EKA started?  

¶ Who are this 

monthõs Advisor and 

Students of the 

Month?  

¶ What events are 

happening this 

month? 

¶ Expand your 

knowledge by doing 

the Word Search!  

Visitors to EKA  

Explore Knowledge
 

Academy Charter School
 

May 2008  

Volume 1, Issue 6  

Uesugi and his assistant, Ms. 

Yoko Ichikawa. The others who 

will attend are Mr. Mizutani, a 

business person who produces 

educational events and programs; 

Soshi, a professional translator, 

and several elementary school 

(Continued on page 6) 

mailto:mailto:hvivas@ekacademy.org,%20hvivas@cox.net?subject=News%20Article%20for%20The%20Monthly%20Knowledge


The Monthly Knowledge  
Page 2 

  Mayõs Advisor of the Month! 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Mr. Webster is Mayõs Advisor of the Month! Mr. Webster was born in Livermore, California, on December 31, 

1953. He attended East Avenue Elementary School, East Avenue Junior High, and Livermore High School. He 

went to four colleges throughout his college career. Mr. Webster graduated from Eastern Oregon University 

in La Grande, Oregon. By the time he turned 20, he knew that he wanted to coach and teach; he happily 

pursued his goals.  

 When his wife, Peggy, became chronically ill with Multiple Sclerosis some 20 years ago, he dramatically 

changed his lifestyle. He was out of the classroom for many years working various jobs, while spending more 

time with his wife. They did a lot of traveling while he also pursued a job in baseball. However, he had always 

suspected that he would return to teaching.  

 Mr. Webster has now taught for seven years. The last three have been here at EKA! He had heard 

about EKA through a friend in Oregon and contacted the school for a teach ing position. As he learned about 

the school, he became increasingly excited! Thankfully, he is now here at EKA because of his friend. Most of 

his students know him fairly well. He believes they would describe him in numerous ways: teacher, coach, 

counselor, friend, tutor, mentor, disciplinarian, role model, and a NAG!  

 When asked about his favorite hobby, he replied ò Just one?!?! Thatõs tough. I guess I will have to 

choose traveling. Visiting new places is fun and educational.ó He highly recommends it to ALL of us! When 

asked about his favorite, all time TV shows, he said, òI watch TV while grading papers for school so my choices 

are many. If I were to pick two categories, they would be sitcoms and sports.ó As for his favorite food, ò If I 

had to pick one meal, it would be Dõ Amore Pizza in northwest Las Vegas; a meatless chopped salad and 

pepperoni pizza.ó 

 He believes he achieved Advisor of the Month because EKA students have gotten to know him better, 

but itõs probably òjust his turn.ó  It was a good choice and he thanks EKA for the privilege. Mr. Webster takes 

teaching and his job very seriously. If his students take the time to get to know him, they will discover that 

he desires to assist their growth as a person and as a student. Kids energize him, and make him a better 

person, so teaching feels like a great fit for him. EKA, in his eyes, is truly a blessing!  
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Support The Monthly Knowledge,  

By Placing an AD  

 Explore Knowledge Academy is one of the oldest charter schools in Clark County. A Project-

Based learning school, students at EKA research and explore curriculum in an independent, real 

world setting. Our newsletter team publishes the ñThe Monthly Knowledge,ò on the last day of 

each month. It is available on our website www.ekacademy.org  in color and on paper in black & 

white.  Our circulation includes students and their families as well as our community neighbors.  

We are looking for sponsors to help us defer the cost of publishing and delivery.  Ad sizes range 

from a 1/2 page to 1/16 page. (See actual size of ads on the back of this flyer) All ads and payments 

are due by the 14th of each month for next monthôs issue. Please join the EKA team and purchase 

advertising space for your company or organization and help out our hard working students! 

All ads will be reviewed by administration prior to inclusion in The Monthly Knowledge. 

Donôt forget to purchase a EKA 
T-Shirt or EKA Hoodie 
at your schoolôs front 

office.  Shirts are only $7 each 
and hoodies are $20. So help 

support your school by purchasing a 
shirt or hoodie today! 

While Supplies Last!!! 

 A deal of 
the year!   

 

 Hope you have ordered your 

2007-08 yearbook, because the 

discount is over. Yearbooks are 

now $30 each. Order your copy 

today. There is only a limited 

supply and they are selling fast.  

Remember£  

­ Memories will fade, but  

pictures are forever!!!® 

 
 

Prom has been cancelled due to the lack of 

interest from the student body. If you have already 

purchased our ticket you can get a refund from Ms. 

Mattson.  

 
Donõt forget to order your Spring Carnival 

Card today! The card is only $10 each and with 

the card youõll be able to enjoy the games, food 

and much moreé You can pre

-order your card at 

the Sandhill Campus for only a few more days. 

Come and support your school by coming to 

the Spring Carnival on May 9, 2008  

@ Sandhill!  



 In September 2003, EKA 

opened with 309 students in 

grades 1-10, all in the Sandhill 

building. After two years with 

everyone at Sandhil l , the 

administration decided to move 

the secondary students to a 

bigger building. However, the 

permit for the building was 

revoked two weeks prior to the 

start of the school year, and the 

(Continued from page 1) students ended up in a dance 

studio in a strip mall until the 

Whitney Mesa site was built out.   

 

 In 2006, we added Community 

Lane, where we now have grades   

K-2. EKAõs charter with CCSD has 

recently been renewed for six 

more years and EKA is now a 

candidate for accreditation. We 

have developed a four -year 

strategic plan with goals of 

developing a Leadership Center 

and one campus for all students.  

EKA has continually improved on 

the EdVisions model of project - 

b a s ed  l e a r n i n g  a n d  t h e 

professional practice model of 

governance. We were proud to 

host the EdVisions Summer 

Institute in 2007 and visits from 

school planners who want to see 

the model in action.  
By Joan Sando 

 

EKA History Continued  
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   Th e big EKA Spring Carnival is coming this 

month on May 9 th  from 4:30 ð 7:30 pm. There will be 

plenty of food, activities, and even project presentations 

by students. The carnival will be held at the Sandhill 

campus. Punch-cards for the carnival will be available for 

pre-order until May 2 nd for only $10. Punch - cards will 

be used to purchase everything at the Carnival, 

from booth activities to food and drinks. They 

are available at the carnival as well. We hope to 

see you there and remember, all proceeds 

support the school!  
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teachers, secondary school 

teachers, and graduate 

students.  Previously, they 

have visited project -based 

schools in Minnesota and 

Washington state. We are 

excited to meet them, show 

them our schools, and, 

hopefully, learn about their 

schools.        By Joan Sando 

(Continued from page 1) 

 EKA will be part of Nevada's first School 

Choice Fair. EKA will be one of the many charter, 

private, and parochial schools presenting their 

unique brand of learning at various booths 

throughout the fair. The purpose will be to show 

parents the benefits of alternative schools and how 

their children can benefit from an education 

'outside the box'. The School Choice Fair will be 

held at the Orleans Hotel on May 10 th  from 10am to 

2pm in the Salon Room of the Convention Center. All 

EKA staff, parents and students are invited to come 

support EKA. See you there!  

 Anger  

Disconnected, disgruntled, dead, and undone  

Loathing, longing, and hating  

The pain, the hurt, the confusion always present  

Left alone to stew  

Soon to boil over  

The rage, the wrath, the remorse  

Thoughts of death and dying  

Hot tears of anger  

Cold and desperate  

Raging voices die  

Put out the flames.  

Comfort and care for me again  

Send will to the mind  

Lest drown with the rage  

Of a lost battle.  

-Alexa  
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    Students of the Month!  

 

DAVIS ADVISORY ð  Chris Fultz  

 When I think about Freshman Chris Fultz, I automatically think of the 

words òHelpfuló and òInquisitive.ó Although new to project-based instruction., 

Chris took to it like a duck to water, so to speak. He has a friendly, òcan-doó 

attitude that always translates into action. If he has a need for something, he 

asks the teacher first, and then usually comes up with a plan to fix the situation. 

He helped his fellow students program their computers, and actually has pretty 

much managed the computers in the Davis Advisory single -handedly this year. He 

wants to get through school quickly so that he can be more involved with helping 

others through his personal beliefs. Chris is a great guy to have around!  

QUINN ADVISORY ð Jake Hanson 

 There is something to be said about a student that always wears a smile and genuinely enjoys being in 

class. This student comes to school with a positive outlook and always seeks to have fun in the learning 

environment. I am speaking of none other than our very own "Grandpa" Jake Hanson. Although no tape is safe in 

his presence, this student makes the atmosphere in the classroom more friendly and always seeks to get all of 

his work finished, even though he plays football and which consumes a lot of his time after school.  

 

P.S. Seriously, hide the tape ƽ 

MCFADDEN ADVISORYð Cama Locust 

 Whether itõs researching a project or studying for an English 

quiz, Cama Locust takes the time to give her work her personal best. She 

is very conscientious about managing her time to ensure that her work is 

completed in a timely manner. Throughout this year, Cama has 

demonstrated leadership in the Advisory. She is very responsible. She 

can be counted on to help new students, and to lend me a hand when 

needed.  She always has a supportive, positive attitude, and a pleasant 

way of working with friends and classmates. Cama is not only an outstanding student, but she is also very 

talented. Her singing voice is incredible. She has a mature sound. The first time I heard her sing, I was 

astounded by the quality of her voice and her control. Cama has a bright future, and I am sure she is someone 

that her family and friends will be proud of someday.  




